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Suicide
blast kills
at least 60
in market

By Alissa J. Rubin
LOS ANGELES TIMES

BAGHDAD, Iraq — A man with a bomb
strapped to his waist walked up to a fuel tanker
and blew himself up yesterday, setting off a roar-
ing inferno in the crowded and cramped streets
of an impoverished town south of Baghdad that
killed at least 60 people.

The explosion ripped through the marketplace
in the heart of the predominantly Shiite town of
Mussayib when it was packed with families buy-
ing ice cream and shoppers who had come out as
the worst of the day’s heat ebbed. Many had
gathered at the nearby Shiite mosque around the
time of the evening prayer, police sources in
Mussayib and Baghdad said.

The warren of streets was so congested, it was
difficult for people to escape as fire raced
through the surrounding buildings.

Local police told Baghdad officials of a hellish
scene in which the flimsy houses behind the
mosque almost immediately went up in flames
and charred body parts lay scattered around the
market and in surrounding streets.

“There was no electricity in the town, so peo-
ple were coming out to get some air, eating ice
cream to cool off,’’ said a police source in Bagh-
dad who asked not to be named because of secu-
rity concerns.

TROUBLED LEADERSHIP

By Joe Hallett
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

he activity in a suite of
secure rooms in the

Rhodes Office Building belies
the cliched story line of tele-
vision cop dramas.

Instead of FBI agents and local
authorities sneering at each
other over turf, investigators
from eight federal, state and
county agencies work side-by-
side, sharing information on
what possibly is the biggest gov-
ernment corruption investiga-
tion in state history.

Ohio Inspector General Thom-
as P. Charles arranged for the use
of two large rooms next to his
headquarters for investigators
from his office, the State High-
way Patrol, Ohio Ethics Commis-
sion, U.S. attorney’s office, Lucas
and Franklin County prosecu-
tors, the FBI and the Bureau of
Workers’ Compensation fraud
unit.

“It’s more efficient,’’ Charles

said. “We’re working together,
we’re all getting along, and we’re
sharing information. It’s a team
effort.’’

Scandals involving scoundrels
angling for a piece of state gov-
ernment largesse — Ohio now
spends about $26 billion a year
— have been all too common in
the past 25 years. But veteran ob-
servers have trouble recollecting
a time when so many investiga-
tions were occuring at once.

“There’s more of them going
on now than I can ever recall in

As scandals plague Ohio’s politicians,
investigators swarm Capitol Square 

Sad state
OF affairs
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Piling up
Ohio is getting a reputation out-
side the state as corrupt. At least
20 cases involving government
officials — some concluded, oth-
ers still going — have contributed
to that perception. See Page A8
for details.

By Bill Mayr
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Most of the Columbus area’s archi-
tectural landmarks are holding up nice-
ly, thanks to tax dollars and other rev-
enue.

The Statehouse, Ohio Judicial Center,
Ohio Stadium and Wexner Center for
the Arts — all recently renovated at a
combined cost of
nearly $450 mil-
lion — are in
near-mint con-
dition.

The four icons
are among 20
buildings identi-
fied in a Dispatch
survey as the re-
gion’s most ar-
chitecturally sig-
nificant. More
than 20 archi-
tects, academics
and other spe-
cialists partici-
pated in the sur-
vey, which identi-
fied the 10 most
important build-
ings in metropolitan Columbus and 10
runners-up.

Although most of the buildings are in
good shape, some — the LeVeque Tow-
er, Wyandotte Building and the old To-
ledo & Central Ohio Railroad station,
for example — have suffered to varying
degrees from a lack of tenants, rising
maintenance costs and growing obso-
lescence.

See IRAQ Page A7

See GEMS Page A4

Bomber touched off fuel tanker
in small town south of Baghdad

By Kevin Mayhood
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

A Somali man would be deported by now, in-
stead of facing charges linking him to terrorists, if
it wasn’t for all he told federal prosecutors, they
said in court filings.

Authorities on Nov. 28, 2003, arrested Nuradin
Abdi only on suspicion of immigration violations.
They said they later filed the criminal charges
because of admissions he made about a plot to
attack a shopping mall.

Abdi’s attorney, Mahir T. Sherif, says the gov-
ernment is grossly overstating what Abdi said
and did.

Both sides refused to comment but their posi-
tions are laid out in motions filed in U.S. District
Court in Columbus.

Abdi, 33, is scheduled for trial in September on
charges of conspiracy to assist al-Qaida, conspir-

Construction workers install a new
roof on the building owned by the law
firm of Bricker & Eckler, which has
spent a lot of money to maintain it. See SUSPECT Page A4

Capital jewels
∑ Bricker & Eckler

∑ COSI Columbus

∑ Knowlton Hall (OSU)

∑ LeVeque Tower

∑ Ohio Judicial Center

∑ Ohio Theatre

∑ Orton Hall (OSU)

∑ Statehouse

∑ Wexner Center (OSU)

∑ Wyandotte Building
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ALLEGED MALL-BOMBING PLOT

It takes
money, love
to preserve
city’s gems

Tour Columbus’ finest
buildings | The Arts, D1

By Alan Johnson
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

It’s costing Ohio taxpayers
and companies at least
$50,000 a day for dozens of
consultants, investigators and
auditors to investigate Mau-
mee coin dealer Thomas W.
Noe and the Ohio Bureau of
Workers’ Compensation.

Some are making hundreds
of dollars an hour, and the
state is picking up the tab for

their lodging, meals and other
expenses, as well. The total
cost, conservatively estimated,
is expected to top $6.1 million.

That doesn’t include the cost
of 30 to 35 county, state and
federal investigators, ranging

from the FBI and State
Highway Patrol to county
prosecutors and the Ohio Eth-
ics Commission. Those agen-
cies consider the cost part of
their duties.

It does, however, include

$750,000 the Ohio General
Assembly recently approved
for Inspector General Thomas
P. Charles, to help him tackle
the largest investigation in his
10 years as state watchdog.

Likewise, the Ethics Com-
mission is racking up expenses
and is expected to need more
money. The commission is in-
vestigating financial-disclo-
sure statements filed by Gov.
Bob Taft and former chief of
staff Brian K. Hicks.

In the end, some investiga-
tors think the price of Noe-re-
lated investigations could ex-
ceed the total loss from his in-
vestments in coins, collect-
ibles and other things. That
amount is estimated at $13
million, although liquidators
expect to reduce it signifi-
cantly as coins and other as-
sets are accounted for and
sold in the coming

Investigators think the price of Noe-related
investigations could exceed the total loss from his
investments in coins, collectibles and other things.

Noe probe could cost state millions
Losses from
Thomas Noe’s
fund, estimat-
ed at $13 mil-
lion, likely will
be reduced
once the assets
are liquidated.

Somali man
wasn’t suspect
until he talked,
prosecutors say

Cricket catches on in central Ohio
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